
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE BOROUGH OF OGDENSBURG  

14 HIGHLAND AVE. OGDENSBURG AT 7:00PM 
March 24, 2025 

 
 

Mayor Hutnick called the meeting to order at 7:00PM. 
 
Mayor Hutnick led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL: Ciasullo, Cowdrick, Lame, Ruitenberg, Mayor Hutnick 

Absent: DeMeo, Gandarinho 

Also, in attendance was Joseph Maddaloni, Attorney and Mike Marceau, CFO 

STATEMENT BY MAYOR: “Notice requirements of P.L. 1975, Open Public Meeting Act, 
NJSA10:4-6 et.seq. have been satisfied with a schedule of all meetings, together with the time, 
location and agenda of same being sent to the NEW JERSEY HERALD and NEW JERSEY 
SUNDAY HERALD and posted on the bulletin board in the Borough Hall on January 3, 2025.”  
 
Councilman Ciasullo made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Seconded by 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg.   
 
Councilman Ciasullo asked about the transfer resolution.  Mr. Marceau explained the resolution.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1.​ Approval of regular meeting minutes from March 10, 2025. 
2.​ Approval of Resolution 40-2025 authorizing the budget transfer – 2024 Budget. 
3.​ Approval of Resolution 41-2025 authorize amending resolution 53-2024.   
4.​ Approval of Resolution 42-2025 endorsing the Memorial Day Parade to be held on May 

26, 2025. 
5.​ Accept for filing Township of Sparta resolution 25-76. 
6.​ Accept for filing Town of Newton resolution 95-2025.  
7.​ Accept for filing Stillwater Township resolution 2025-060. 

 
Upon Roll call Vote: 
Yeas: Ciasullo, Cowdrick, Lame, Ruitenberg   
Nays: None    Absent: DeMeo, Gandarinho   Abstain None 
 
Resolution 40-2025 
 

​ BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ogdensburg, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, that the following transfer of Appropriations (2024 Municipal Budget) in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-58 be and is hereby approved: 
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Resolution 41-2025 
WHEREAS, on July 8, 2024, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Ogdensburg 

approved Resolution 53-2024 authorizing renewal of Plenary Retail Consumption License 
Number 1916-33-002-006 (“License”) held by Atlantic Manor LLC for the 2024-2025 licensing 
term; and  

 
WHEREAS, it was later discovered that the effective date contained in said Resolution 

was erroneously described as “July 1, 2023” when it should have been accurately described as 
“July 1, 2024” consistent with the title; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to correct the typographical error, 

specifically to change the effective date of renewal from “July 1, 2023” to “July 1, 2024” 
consistent with their intent at that time. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Ogdensburg, County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey that Resolution 41-2025 approved on 
July 8, 2024, is hereby amended to change the effective date of renewal from “July 1, 2023” to 
“July 1, 2024” effective immediately. 

 
Resolution 42-2025 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Ogdensburg is aware of the Memorial Day Parade to be held on 
May 26, 2025 from 7:30am to 9:00am; and 
 
WHEREAS, a permit from the County of Sussex is required for the closing of Sussex County 
Route 517 from the Ogdensburg Fire Department to Kennedy Ave on May 26, 2025 from 
7:30am to 9:00am.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ogdensburg do hereby endorse this activity, and respectfully request that the County of Sussex 
hereby issue the permit. 
 
LIASON REPORTS 
 
Councilman Ciasullo reported the CFO and himself signed for the pump replacement repair the 
number was thirteen thousand and something.  An emergency resolution will get written up if 
that all goes through smoothly we will utilize some capital to pay for that repair.   
 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg reported on the two drug companies to consider to do our drug testing 
for our employees.  They are very similar.   
 
Mayor Hutnick commented we would need a recommendation if they are both similar.   
 
There was a discussion on who’s duties this will fall under, somebody needing to be a trained 
personnel in case there is an accident or something and if an accident happens it is a police issue. 
 
Mr. Maddaloni explained there are four times when drug testing usually occurs; pre-employment, 
random, reasonable suspicion and post-accident.  So usually there is someone designated to 
administer the program especially if you are going to do reasonable suspicion testing because 
today with the legalization of marijuana the reasonable suspicion testing becomes very important 
because if you are a user of marijuana that can stay in your system for up to thirty days.  So, if 
someone gets tested today they might not have smoked for a couple of weeks but they are going 
to test positive.  If you are going to test someone for reasonable suspicion even if you think they 
are presently under the influence there is a set of guidelines that need to be followed.  Mr. 
Maddaloni explained the process for reasonable suspicion testing and the PTC guidelines. 
 
Ms. Hough explained what was explained to her in the conversation with Ambassador.   
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Chief Gordon explained when you are saying reasonable suspicion post accident if a Borough 
vehicle is involved in an accident we [the police department] are going to be involved in it 
anyway.   
 
There was a discussion on a testing facility and cost of a mobile unit,  
 
Mayor Hutnick asked can this be assigned to the health department?  Mayor Hutnick commented 
the bottom line I don’t want you [clerk] to be assigned to this that is his personal option and you 
have way too much to do.  Mike is the finance guy. 
 
Ms. Hough commented the health department is Maria and she has way too much stuff to do.  
She is all over the place between water, board of health, recycling [deputy registrar and deputy 
clerk].  
 
There was a discussion on the number of employees to be tested, someone managing this, what is 
involved, the initial set up will take a little work and as an on-going thing there is not much to it 
unless there is an incident.  
 
Mr. Maddaloni explained you are talking about three employees most drug testing is for all 
employees not just certain employees so whoever you employ generally.  The biggest component 
to this is if you are going to do reasonable suspicion testing outside of something that happens as 
a result of an accident where you will have the police respond anyway.  Otherwise it is setting up 
for new employees and setting up for the screening.  For the DOT people once you get them in 
the system they come up randomly and we notify them to show up.   
 
Mr. Maddaloni explained someone will have to get the results of testing and what would happen 
if there was an appeal.  
 
Councilman Ciasullo asked is it not a good idea to have test results going to a council person vs. 
going to the clerk.   
 
Mayor Hutnick commented the Clerk is the centralized portion it could go there; the thing is 
getting someone to help set this up.  
 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg commented she is willing to do that but she doesn’t feel she should 
be the one if there is an accident or doing the follow up on everything because she is not on site.  
 
Chief Gordon explained if at that point in time of an accident they would handle the 
investigation, drug testing etc.  Moving backwards to reasonable suspicion; someone shows up to 
work they have alcohol on their breath you have reasonable suspicion that he was drinking.   
Police can’t come in on a reasonable suspicion.   
 
Mr. Maddaloni commented that would be an employee policy. 
 
Ms. Hough referred to an email from Valley Drug testing company; in the email it asks do you 
have a drug testing policy in place right now it is really important to have one in place before 
they start testing employees.   
 
 There was a brief discussion on the policy and reviewing the policy to make sure it is up to date.   
 
Mayor Hutnick commented we will review the policy first, make sure it is up to date and get it to 
where it needs to be with Mr. Maddaloni firm, Chief of Police, chose a testing facility and make 
a note in our documentation to use X medical center for testing purposes and move forward from 
there.  Once it is all set up we have to get people into the system and/or managed.  Then we can 
give the assistance and keep you [clerk] as the central point since everything funnels into here 
anyway.   
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Councilwoman Ruitenberg commented later tonight she will scan what we have in as a policy, 
send it to Mr. Maddaloni, copy the [mayor and clerk] so he can review it and help us update it.  
We will start with that and move forward.   
 
Mayor Hutnick commented last communication he had with the Chief of the fire department was 
the fuel providing issue with the apparatus; the repair was fifteen hundred dollars.  He doesn’t 
know if the truck is back but the issue is resolved.   
 
Chief Gordon reported Ptl. Giordano and Ptl. Simone are on the road, on their own and working 
shifts with either someone in the station or on call to answer any questions they might have.  So 
far everything has been working out well.  Sanfilippo and Giordano are in fire arm school to 
become fire arm instructors they made it past the first day which means we are going to have two 
firearm instructors moving forward for the future training of the officers.  Sgt. Cowdrick will be 
attending radar school April 1st and he is going to be our new radar instructor replacing Sgt. 
Davis.  
The two new guys Dean and Colon are in the academy they pushed back the date it is going to be 
in the last week in May they will be out of the academy.  
 
Councilwoman Cowdrick reported the drain on North Clark is finally fixed, DPW is waiting for 
the place to open for asphalt to pave it.  The guys are out cleaning up with the tractor extra debris 
and stuff.  Jake spoke to Mike the engineer and they are having a pre-construction meeting with 
Riverview within the next couple of weeks to start the paving projects we received grants for.  
 
Councilwoman Cowdrick reported as far as parks and recreation she has a few applications [for 
lifeguards] that have come in so they will start looking at those.  The first of April we are looking 
to get pond maintenance done.   
 
Councilman Ciasullo commented last year we talked about and he met with Jake and talked 
about making a couple of little spots that we were going to clean up a little for the kids to be able 
to fish from the banks.  
 
There was a brief discussion on cleaning up a few spots for fishing.  
 
Councilwoman Lame reported she talked to Jake and she is going to met him one day at Borough 
Hall regarding the landscaping in the front of the building and he is going to get estimates for the 
steps.  He did bring up the Pavilion at the pond needs to be replaced.  She spoke with Jane 
regarding getting the internet at the Historical Society building.  
 
Ms. Hough reported on the meeting with NJDEP representative, Jake and Mike Vreeland.  The 
representative was happy with what we have so far.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Notification System – Mayor Hutnick explained it went out in the newsletter; how many people 
have signed up for it.  
 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg explained she will look into that and give a report. We are going to 
set up some time to met with the alert people and have some training.  So, the three of us can get 
some training; she will reach out and get some time and see what can work for all of us.   
 
Liaison Ordinance Progress – Councilman Ciasullo commented we can skip this one until Mr. 
McBriar gets back.  
 
Auction Borough Properties Progress – Councilman Ciasullo commented he was going to 
suggest we briefly go into executive session regarding the email.  Councilman Ciasullo gave Mr. 
Maddaloni a copy of the email from the planner to review.   
 
Grant Application – No update 
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Ogdensburg Day/Festival – Councilwoman Lame commented Ogdensburg Day is moving along 
and explained what they have been working on to date.  They are requesting the Borough pay for 
the port a johns.  
 
Mr. Marceau commented we have a trust fund for that.   
 
Senior of the year – Councilwoman Ruitenberg commented she received one nomination and 
asked if any other Council members received any nominations.  Do we want to put a date ending 
on this?   
 
There was a discussion on a cutoff date, possible age and put on Facebook.  The cut off date 
April 1st and discuss at the next meeting.   
 
Committees – Mayor Hutnick commented this can come off the agenda.   
 
Heater Pond – Previously discussed 
 
Plant Street Soccer Field – Mayor Hutnick explained we put in a request for different usages; the 
State told us to put in for multiply years.  They came back and said we are not ready for that yet 
so have to complete a yearly special use permit.  
 
Mr. Maddaloni commented based on reading [the email from the planner] he would suggest 
going into closed session to discuss the issue; it concerns the potential sale of public real estate 
and issue related thereto which he suggests going into closed session to reveal strategy, fair value 
etc.  In his opinion those are things you should discuss in closed session.  
 
Mayor Hutnick asked do we wait and have this discussion with Mr. McBriar or with you tonight.  
 
Mr. Maddaloni commented there is no pressing need to do this tonight.   
 
Mayor Hutnick commented we will push this to the next meeting.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Noise complaint – Councilman Ciasullo explained every time he gets something he likes to bring 
it to Council.  He talked to the Sgt. today and he basically said we can go directly to you [Chief].  
Councilman Ciasullo explained a few people have complained about a rooster and they have 
tried to locate it.   
There was a discussion on the rooster.   
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
Councilman Ciasullo moved, Councilwoman Lame seconded motion to open the public session 
of the meeting. All were in favor. 
 
Vicki Schroder, 12 Willis Drive gave her concerns regarding the drug testing and to make it clear 
as to what was discussed with the drug testing; alcohol vs. Cannabis.  
 
There being no further business from the public, Councilwoman Cowdrick moved, 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg seconded motion to close the public session of the meeting. All were 
in favor. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Councilman Ciasullo made a motion to go into executive session for Personnel matters, 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg seconded motion to adopt the following resolution. 
 
Upon Roll call Vote: 
Yeas: Ciasullo, Cowdrick, Lame, Ruitenberg   
Nays: None    Absent: DeMeo, Gandarinho   Abstain None 
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WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L., 1975 permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Ogdensburg, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows; 
 
Personnel matters 
  
At 7:50pm the Mayor and Council went into executive session. 
At 8:33pm the Mayor and Council returned from executive session. 
 
Councilwoman Ruitenberg made a motion to adjust 2025 salary of our Assistant Supervisor of 
Public Works Jake Kinney to an extra ten thousand dollars to give him sixty-five thousand 
effective January 1, 2025.  Seconded by Councilwoman Lame.  
 
Upon Roll call Vote: 
Yeas: Ciasullo, Cowdrick, Lame, Ruitenberg   
Nays: None    Absent: DeMeo, Gandarinho   Abstain None 
 
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS 
 
Councilman Ciasullo made a motion to review payment of vouchers and review departmental 
finance reports.  Seconded by Councilwoman Lame. 
 
Upon Roll call Vote: 
Yeas: Ciasullo, Cowdrick, Lame, Ruitenberg   
Nays: None    Absent:  DeMeo, Gandarinho Abstain: None 
 
  CURRENT    
      

DATE 
CHECK
# PAID TO 

AMOUN
T   VOIDED 

03/24/202
5 35427 Action Data Services, Inc. 598.00                 
03/24/202
5 35428 Allied Oil 1,272.82                 
03/24/202
5 35429 Anthony Colon 219.85                 
03/24/202
5 35430 Bruno Associates, Inc. 375.00                 
03/24/202
5 35431 Bullseye Calibration of NJ 150.00                 
03/24/202
5 35432 Elizabethtown Gas 503.20                 
03/24/202
5 35433 Elizabethtown Gas 385.30                 
03/24/202
5 35434 Elizabethtown Gas 1,530.93                 
03/24/202
5 35435 Elizabethtown Gas 445.30                 
03/24/202
5 35436 Genserve, LLC 112.50                 
03/24/202
5 35437 Gordon, Stephen 787.80                 
03/24/202
5 35438 JCP&L 125.25                 
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03/24/202
5 35439 JCP&L 2,607.03                 
03/24/202
5 35440 JCP&L 31.75                 
03/24/202
5 35441 JCP&L 11.84                 
03/24/202
5 35442 JCP&L 293.52                 
03/24/202
5 35443 Kuiken Brothers 114.46                 
03/24/202
5 35444 Lafayette Auto Parts 96.50                 
03/24/202
5 35445 Lumen Technologies Group 125.62                 
03/24/202
5 35446 Napa Auto Parts 51.02                 
03/24/202
5 35447 New Jersey Herald 203.41                 
03/24/202
5 35448 NJ League of Municipalities 45.00                 
03/24/202
5 35449 Robin Hough 617.20                 
03/24/202
5 35450 Schenck Price Smith & King LLP 6,492.80                 
03/24/202
5 35451 Staples Business Advantage 71.05                 
03/24/202
5 35452 Statewide Insurance Fund 

34,018.5
0                 

03/24/202
5 35453 Statewide Insurance Fund 

13,533.0
0                 

03/24/202
5 35454 Triarii Metalworks LLC 450.00                 
03/24/202
5 35455 Van Cleef Engineering Assoc. LLC 2,161.00                 

                                                              
67,429.6

5                 

      
                         Voided Checks issued in prior period                            
02/24/202
5 35369 JPMonzo Municipal Consulting, LLC 50.00 

(V
)  

03/19/202
5 

                                                              50.00                 
 
  PAYROLL  

    

DATE 
CHECK
# PAID TO 

AMOUN
T 

03/24/202
5 1343 AFLAC 562.96 

                             562.96 
 

  
GENERAL 
CAPITAL  

    

DATE 
CHECK
# PAID TO 

AMOUN
T 

03/24/202
5 1225 GTBM/INFO COP 

12,930.0
0 

                                   
12,930.0

0 
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DEVELOPERS 

ESCROW  

    

DATE 
CHECK
# PAID TO 

AMOUN
T 

03/24/202
5 2119 New Jersey Herald 14.01 

                                       14.01 
 
  GRANT FUND  

    

DATE 
CHECK
# PAID TO 

AMOUN
T 

03/24/202
5 35456 Braen Aggregates, LLC 640.38 
03/24/202
5 35457 

Lake Management 
Sciences 3,549.50 

03/24/202
5 35458 

Staples Business 
Advantage 39.49 

                                                  4,229.37 
 
  WATER OPERATING  

    

DATE 
CHECK
# PAID TO 

AMOUN
T 

03/24/202
5 5433 Braen Aggregates, LLC 342.42 
03/24/202
5 5434 

Garden State Laboratories, 
Inc. 1,500.00 

03/24/202
5 5435 Genserve, LLC 112.50 
03/24/202
5 5436 Reliable Restoration Logistics 2,000.00 

                                                      3,954.92 
 
 
BUDGET 

At this time there was a discussion on the 2025 Municipal Budget.  

Mr. Marceau, CFO commented he sent out on March 12th an email to show here we are at this 
point.  Basically, he needs it finalized to have for introduction on the [April] 14th if you want to 
intro on time.   

There was a discussion on the different options for the Council to decide, how much of fund 
balance to use, the borough rating with Standard and Poor’s, CFO explained the ratings and 
auction funds. It was discussed to go with the option to increase taxes 4.14% which is an 
average of $134.03 per household.   

 
There being no further business, Councilwoman Ruitenberg moved, Councilwoman Cowdrick 
seconded motion to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50p.m. 
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_________________________                                               _________________________​
Robin Hough, Borough Clerk                                                  George P. Hutnick, Mayor 
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